
The Transgender Honoured 

 An one day National seminar on ‘Transgender problems and prospects’ organized by the 

Department of History and Political Science, All Saints’ College, Thiruvananthapuram in 

collaboration with the Association of Third World Studies, South Asia chapter (ATWS-SAC), on 

29th January turned out to be the scene of candid revelations of the anguish, the agony and the 

determination on the part of the transgender to fight the way to social justice and recognition.  

Mrs. Surya Ishaan, Member, Kerala State Transgender Justice Board, who gave the inaugural 

address, spoke vividly about the physical, psychological, social and emotional problems faced by 

the transgender in family, educational institutions and the public domain.  She also exposed the 

hurdles on the path of struggles of transgender towards social justice and equality of genders.  

Dr. Deepa, Principal, All saints’ College rendered the Presidential address.  Dr. James R Daniel, 

former Principal, Scott Christian College and President, ATWS-SAC, in his keynote address 

brought out the wide array of transgenders involved within the nomenclature of LGBTQI and 

revealed how some great personalities like Shakespeare who was a gay were included within this 

range.  He also stressed how the problem tackling related to these segments of society lay in 

PRIDE (standing for Professionalism, Respect, Integrity, Decency of Relationship and 

Excellence) and EIS (Equality, Identity and Social recognition).  Dr. K. Sadasivan former 

Professor of Manonmaniam Sundarnar University, Tirunelveli and Secretary, ATWS-SAC 

brought out the historical and scientific aspects of transgender issue.  Dr. P. Vasumathi Devi, 

former Head of the Department of History, University of Kerala revealed how the Association in 

its Annual conferences and International seminars has already taken up gender issues, 

particularly problems of the transgender as theme for debate and suggestions.  She requested that 

police and judicial reforms and social and educational welfare policies for the transgender should 

be immediately revamped.  Activities and powers of the Transgender Cell should be extended, 

accurate surveys on them to be conducted and urgent steps taken for providing job reservations, 

ration cards and permanent care homes for the transgender - Dr. Vasumathi Devi emphasized.  

There followed the presentation of relevant papers on the transgender problems  and prospects by 

Dr. Bismi Gopalakrishnan, Dean, Professor and Head School of Legal Thought, M.G.University 

and Dr.Sonya Nair, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Dr.Udayakala, Assistant 

Professor, Department of Malayalam, All Saints’ College and Ms.Priya Sunny PG student of 



Government Women’s college.  The interactive session that followed was enlivened by none 

other than Mrs.Surya Ishaan answering queries from the audience.  The support and awareness of 

families and society was adjudged to be the most potent factor in alleviating the pains and 

emotional breakdown of the transgender persons, securing their personal identity.       


