
CAMPUS GREENING 

 

All Saints’ College is located between 80 29’ North and 80 32’ North latitude and 

between 760 53’ East and 760 55’ East Longitude in the coastal region of 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. The college campus covers approximately 36 acres of land 

The area was a bare sandy barren land with no vegetation, when the college was 

established in 1967. That was a great hindrance for the establishment of biodiversity. In 

order to overcome this problem, red soil was introduced and gradually thick vegetation 

was established. Now the campus accommodates poolsfor maintaining aquatic 

biodiversity, man-made ponds for conservation of water, conservation houses for 

protecting plant diversity, green house, net house, orchards, medicinal garden, lawns etc. 

There are about 300 species (both in open grounds and under glass) in the campus; the 

content of the collections reflects the educational purpose of the establishment. All 

Saints’ College has accumulated decades of resources and expertise in growing plants 

that would otherwise be lost in nature. Once a barren land with sandy soil is now 

enriched with such species diversity that it provides space for the restoration and 

rehabilitation of many plants and animals. This institution committed to long term 

maintenance of its collection of plants provides recreation and relaxation in a natural 

environment not only for the students and teachers of the college but also to the visitors. 



 

College campus in 1967 

 



Green Campus – some view spots at present 

     

 

 



 

 

 



Establishment of Gardens 

Gardens are meant to have multifacet aspects and be equipped to conserve plant 

resources and serve as a linkage between people and local and global problems. The 

gardens have been predicted as a living repository to conserve the plant wealth of 

indigenous and exotic origin and offers immense opportunities for the students and 

teachers. It is reputed for its well identified and aesthetically displayed germplasm in a 

well designed landscape that captures a living nucleus of various plant species totally 

nearly 300 species. Garden initiatives are undertaken by the Environmental club members 

of the Department of Botany in support with the support of the management. The gardens 

such as Mother Mary Frances’ Medicinal Garden, Ornamental Garden, Mahatmaji 

Jaivodyanam, Nakshathra Garden, Garden of Eden, Green house, Net house etc augment 

All Saints’ campus with great genetic diversity alongside the accomplishment of the 

mission of education, research and conservation.  

 

Mother Mary Frances’ medicinal garden  

 This garden was initiated in view of collecting and maintaining the indigenous 

medicinal flora of the country. Each year not less than ten new plants are introduced into 

this garden.  Maintenance of this medicinal garden is carried out by Environmental Club 

members under my guidance. Labelling and documentation of the plants in the existing 

medicinal garden was done by students with proper support from the experts. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Ornamental garden 

This campus maintains a very good collection of ornamental plants both wild and 

exotic. The diversity of this plant group includes ferns, gymnosperms, flowering plants 

etc. Some of the species are Aglaia odorata, Millingtonia hortensis, Adenium, Amaryllis, 

Bromiliads etc. The ornamental plant diversity of the campus helps to attract butterflies, 

birds, insects etc., and helps to sustain their population. It also increases the aesthetic 

sense of the students and fills their mind with more positive energy.  



 

 

Mahatmaji Jaivodhyanam 

This is a project undertaken under the sponsorship of Kerala State Biodiversity 

Board. A garden with endemic and common trees of Kerala in 3 cents of land is 

maintained. It serves as the conservatory for the maintenance of rare, endangered and 

endemic plants. The trees planted include endemic plants like Gluta travancorica 

(Chenthuruni), Canaga odorata, Couropita guanensis (Nagalingam) etc. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nakshatra Garden 

Nakshatra Vanam, a conservatory region where trees associated with the 27 

constellations or nakshatras have been planted. These trees are of medicinal, social, 

aesthetic or economic value. Each tree here keeps giving energy to that particular person / 

people born during that particular star. So any ailments or health problems are set right / 

healed / cured when we spend / request / talk / meditate near or under that particular tree, 

corresponding to their star. So the presence of the complete set of 27 trees directly creates 

healthy and sound physical, mental, psychological and spiritual well beings, which is the 

ultimate and absolute bliss to oneself and to the earth too. 

 

 

 



Garden of Eden 

 This garden was set up for establishing and maintaining fruit trees both endemic 

and exotic to popularize among the students. Some of the plants which are successfully 

established include Syzygium cumini, Morinda citrifolia, Diospyros blancoi, Solanum 

betaceum, the species of Annona, Artocarpus etc. This garden attracts many frugivores 

like squirrels and bats into the campus.  

 

  



 

Green house 

 Green house is maintained for plants which need stable warm environment 

throughout the year. Almost 102 species of plants are maintained in this garden. The 

species include Begonia, Lea, Hydrangium, Tacca, Impatiens etc. This garden helps the 

students to be aware of the plants which need much care and support.  

 

 



Net house 

 Net house provides the space for the plants which need special care for their 

establishment in the campus. Special environment is created inside the net house to 

acclimatize the plants during introduction. The plants which are collected from different 

parts of the country are maintained here. This naturally ventilated environment 

accommodates more than 75 species which include many RET medicinal plants like 

Geophila repens, Equisetum arvens, Gloriosa superba, Thottea sps etc. 

 

SANTHISTHAL 

In collaboration with the Kerala State Biodiversity Board, the Biodiversity Club is 

functioning in the college under the leadership of Dr. Smitha Asok V., Assistant 

Professor of the Department of Environmental Sciences. The Board has also sanctioned 

the prestigious ‘Santhisthal’ project to All Saints’ College in which initially, 15 cents of 

land in the campus was set aside for making a wood-lot with Rare, Endangered and 

Threatened (RET) species. Later, an additional 85 cents of land was allocated for this 

purpose and thus a total of 1 acre of land was brought under the project, which in due 

course of time was to be turned into a biodiversity rich thick forest area without human 

interference.  



As part of the Biodiversity Club activities, about 350 saplings were obtained from 

different agencies such as Kerala Forest Department and Kerala Gandhi Smarak Nidhi 

and plantation activities had been carried out since its inception in 2012 onwards till the 

current academic year. All members of the Biodiversity Club and the college NSS unit 

participate in the plantation activities.  

 All members of the Biodiversity Club including the students of College NSS unit 

is engaged in follow up activities of the plantation. A gardener is also engaged for the 

purpose and the planted trees are taken good care of, by way of routine watering, 

manuring and guarding, as required. 

 

 



 

Shramadhan  

 

Shramadhan is the NSS programme for enriching the biodiversity and well being of the 

college campus. The Shramadhan in All Saints’ College starts at 9:30am every day. NSS 

volunteers participate in the program. The students reached campus well before 9.30 am 

and as per the directives of the Programme Officers and core leaders they cleaned the 

campus. After cleaning, tree saplings were also planted in the campus. 

 

  

 

 

 



 Palm Garden 

Environmental club is the extension activity club of the Department of Botany where 

members do the maintenance of medicinal garden and other gardens in the campus. 

Members of the club used to participate in environment  protection awareness programs and 

plant tree saplings in our campus. Club members cleared and set the Quadrangle in front of 

the Maths Department staff room and introduced 18 species of palms in the earthen pots

 

Rose Garden 

The club initiated a ‘Rose Garden’ in the campus. The programme was inaugurated by the 

Principal, Dr. Deepa M. by planting a rose sampling. The students of the club planted more 

than 25 rose plants in the quadrangle in front of the Chemistry department 

 



Environment Day Celebration 

On 5 th June, NSS unit, Department of Botany, Department of Environmental 

Sciences, Biodiversity club and Bhoomitra sena club initiates plantation program in 

connection. Students and NSS Volunteers planted Various kinds of trees were planted 

inside our campus. They also maintains the plants by regularly watering plants and 

protecting nature and conserving environment. 

 

 

As part of the World Environment Day 2019 observations, the Bhoomithra Sena Club 

applied and procured 200 tree saplings from the Social Forestry Division, Kerala Forest 

Department and the BMC members planted these in the college premises on 6th June, 

2019 



 

 

 

As part of celebration of ‘International Year of Pulses’ a pulse plant Cajanus 

cajan was planted in the Botanical Garden of our college by the NAAC peer 

team members 



 

‘Haritotsava’ was organized by the department of Botany on July 2016. Some rare 

and endemic tree saplings were bought from JNTBGRI and planted trees  in 

Mahatmaji Jaivodhyanam by the environmental club members 

‘Fern Friends’ an initiative to collect identify and introduce ferns to the ‘Fern 

Dale’ of All Saints’ College Campus was assigned for the second year Botany 

main students. The students collected and displayed ferns with their botanical and 

family name and the plants were introduced into the campus.   



   

 

 

 

 

GO GREEN, GO CLEAN, GO QUICK TO SAVE 

Go Green programme was conducted by NSS Units of All Saints college under the 

banner  GO GREEN, GO CLEAN, GO QUICK TO SAVE on 30th January 2018 

 

Conservation Programme for Chittamrithu 

Department of Botany collaborated with Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and 

Research Institute, Palode, Thiruvananthapuram (JNTBGRI) for the popularisation of a 

potent medicinal plant Chittamruth (Tinospora cordifolia), a medicinal plant 

popularisation programme of Kerala State Medicinal Plant Board. As part of it saplings 

of Chittamrithu was collected from JNTBGRI and introduced to the medicinal garden of 



All Saints’ College. Faculty members visited JNTBGRI for collecting medicinal plants to 

introduce to the medicinal Garden of the college 

   

 

 

DOCUMENTATION OF GREEN WEALTH OF THE CAMPUS 

Green audit 

For launching any policies and programmes on conservation and sustainable 

utilization of resources it is necessary that proper assessment is made on floristic 

diversity prevailing in the areas. Thus any awareness on conservation of plants starts 

with documentation of diversity. In view of this thought, an attempt has been made to 

compile an informative hand-book on the diversity of plants in All Saints’ campus. 

The compilations are, ‘Campus Flora’ and ‘Trees of All Saints’ Campus’. The 

details of the plant along with excellent photograph provided in these books are quite 

sufficient to recognize the plants. The documentation and labelling of plant species is 

very important for an institution established for educational purposes. The plants are 

properly labelled and documented including the details like the binomials, family, 

common name etc. to benefit the students to familiarize the same. These books are 



freely available for all the students to read and refer and also for the identification of 

the local flora. 

 

 

Campus field study 

 

• Preparation of labels 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

• Identification of plants with the help of experts 
•  

 

• Release of the compilations ‘Campus Flora’ and ‘Trees of All Saints’ 

Campus’  

 

 



•  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tree Register 

Even though the college was established only before 50 years, its tree cover was 

greater than the oldest institutions of the same kind in Thiruvananthapuram district. The 

first ‘Tree Register’ of All Saints’ College was prepared in July 2001 in association with 

‘Friends of Trees’- a Non-Governmental organization. The ‘Tree Register’is a permanent 

document containing the family, scientific name and local name of each tree. The trees 

present in different gardens and unspecified areas within the campus are listed in this 

booklet. The first register listed 100 tree species belonging to 41 families which was the 

highest number reported among all the surveyed campuses by Friends of Trees. In the 

present survey, there is a total of 168 tree species belonging to 55 families present in the 

campus. Tree Register preparation is a step in promoting consciousness of conservation 

and promotion of biodiversity absolutely essential for the healthy survival of human 

beings. The campus tree flora contains some rare and endangered tree species such as 

Hippocrateaovata, Phoebe wightiiand Garciniaimberti etc. The college received 

‘Vrikshasnehi Award’ for two times.  

 



 

DOCUMENTATION OF AQUATIC VASCULAR PLANTS 

Documentation of aquatic vascular plants of various regions of Thiruvananthapuram 

districts was done. Many plants were collected and the seedlings were introduced into the 

ponds of All Saints’ College campus. The results were presented and published in various 

seminars and journals. The students were also part of this project and they were much 

benefitted out of it.  

 

 

Poster and paper presentations on the diversity of aquatic vascular plants 

  

 



Campus bird watching – All Saints’ College 

Bird watching was organized in the All Saints college campus in collaboration 

with WWF. Mr. Sujith Gopalan volunteer from WWF has helped in identification of the 

bird and listing of bird with e-bird. More than twenty five species of birds were identified 

on 17th February 2020. 

       

 

 

 

 



Campus diversity of insects 

- Photography competition of insects in college campus for students. Bismitha 

Sahul secured first prize, Akshaya and Aardra secured second and third prizes 

respectively. 

- Videography competition on campus diversity in college campus for students- 

Stephy Maria and Lekshmi Bhai shared prizes for best video shoot on insects. 

  

 

• Documentary on campus diversity  

- Nature club members documented the campus diversity a 10 minutes video 

covering the diversity arthropods, birds and mammals. 


