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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR
ORCHID CONSERVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT
REPORT

The Department of Botany and Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development Centre, All Saints’
College, organised an International Seminar on 25% of October 2023. The topic was “ORCHID
CONSERVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT”. Dr Viswambharan Sarasan,
Ecosystem Stewardship, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, United Kingdom, Mr. S. Ramakrishnan,
Managing Director of Rynco orchids, Nedumangad, Kerala and Dr. Beena Thomas, Dr Beena Thomas.
She is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Plant breeding and Genetics, Kerala Agricultural
University, Vellayani, were the chief guests of the programme. The event was officially inaugurated
by be Dr V. Sarasan at 10.00 A.M.

Dr Cinthya Christopher (Head, Dept of Botany, All Saints’ College) was the coordinator
of the event. The Organising Committee included Dr Lissy Bennet (IEDC Nodal Officer), Dr Nisha
K.K. (Assistant Professor, All Saints’ College), Dr Sr. Shaina T. J. (Assistant Professor, All Saints’
College), Dr Pressy P. Prakasia (Assistant Professor, All Saints’ Coliege), and Dr Stephin S. (Assistant
Professor, All Saints’ College. The event was divided into three scientific sessions.

The inaugural session of the seminar programme began with a prayer by the choir team.
Dr Cinthya Christopher, Head, Department welcomed the guests and audience. She thanked Prof. Dr
Reshmi R. Prasad (Principal, All Saints’ College) for her support in her absentia. Then came the
presidential address by Dr Sr Pascoela D’souza (Vice Principal). She appreciated the organizers and
the students for actively participating in the Seminar. After which Dr. Lissy Bennet (IEDC Nodal
Officer) felicitated the organisers and their initiatives for conducting this seminar. This was followed
by a vote of thanks by Dr Sr Shaina T. J. (Assistant Professor of Botany, All Saints” College).

The Key note address was delivered by Dr Viswambharan Sarasan, Ecosystem
Stewardship, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, United Kingdom. His lecture focused on identification and
use of fungal mycorrhizae for orchid conservation. He is an expert in the analysis of soil microbiome
to understand mycorrhizal distribution and abundance using DNA metabarcoding. One of an emerging
area of his research is to understand threatened native orchids as a tool to connect people with nature,
The topic for the first session was “NATIVE ORCHID CONSERVATION”. Dr. V. Sarasan highlighted
the importance of native orchid species conservation. He mentioned that Kerala is rich in orchid
diversity and they are vulnerable to extinction due to various factors such a urbanisation, climatic
change etc. He emphasized the importance of fungal mycorrhizae in the life cycle of orchids. He
discussed the various projects undertaken and the challenges of preserving these ecologically
important plants working as an Ecosystem Steward at the Royal Botanic Gardens, UK. He focuses on
creating awareness among people about nature through orchids. He shared his experience of planting
orchids on to the trees in Kanakakkunnu Palace, Thiruvananthapuram.

Mr S. Ramakrishnan was the speaker for the second session. He is a successful entrepreneur.
He is the Managing Director of Rynco orchids, Nedumangad, Kerala. It is the largest orchid farm in
South India. The topic of this session was “PROSPECTS OF COMMERCIALIZATION OF
ORCHIDS”. Mr Ramakrishnan introduced us to the various types of orchid businesses, such as
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nursery, cut flowers, flower decorations, pot plants, dyeing etc. He highlighted the commercial
potential of orchids, presenting various opportunities of entrepreneurship in the field. He discussed
various aspects such as ideal agriculture climate for the growth and maintenance of orchids and
cultivation and care for orchids.

The third session was conducted by Dr Beena Thomas. She is an Assistant Professor at the
Department of Plant breeding and Genetics, Kerala Agricultural University, Vellayani. She presented
a talk on “COMMERCIALLY IMPORTANT ORCHIDS: VARIETIES AND CULTIVATION
PRACTICES”. She introduced us to some of the commercially important orchid varieties, such as
Phalaenopsis, Dendrobium, Vanda etc. She discussed the type of orchids based on their style of
vegetative growth like Monopodial and Sympodial. She explained the structure of orchid blooms. She
gave insights on the process of growing orchids, the common potting materials used and propagation
of orchids using tissue culture methods. She mentioned diseases that affect orchids, such as flower
blights and fungal rots and their treatment.

The formal session came to an end with a vote of thanks, followed by the national anthem.
The session concluded at 3:30 PM. The seminar provided valuable insights on the conservation of
orchid species and sustainable entrepreneurship development. The students found this session very
interesting and inspirning.
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