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,-- exhibiting the unique experiences of Indian villages is exclusively
:e niche areas of tourism. Agro tourism is the latest concept in the Indian

-: -iy, It is regarded as the intersection of tourism and agriculture where
.-: opportunity to experience the real rural life by familiarizing various
'--:ies during the visit. Agro tourism also helps to maintain the balance of

. --:g importance to the natural resources. Any agricultural based activity
, ,- iourist can be termed as Agro tourism It provides a great opportunity
, =sponsible tourism and Sustainable development in the country.

: . -:al tourism, Agro-tourism, Responsible tourism, Sustainable Development

: - 3tion

=-- .ndispensable sector for the economic development of a country. It not
.-=. employment opportunities but also alleviates poverty and is a catalyst

-. =-:pment

=-:rment of India " Any form of tourism that showcases the rural life,
- =-:i heritage at rural locations, thereby beneflting the Iocal community,
. .',' and socially, as well as enabling interaction between the tourists and

r a more enriching tourism experience can be termed as rural tourism.
i -- 1s essentially an activity that takes place in the countryside. It ts

r,bRO TOURISM -A ROAD TO RURAL
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multi-faceted and may ental agro tourism/farm tourism, curtural tou,-:
tourism, adventure tourism and eco- tourism. As against conventional tc_:
tourism has certain typical characteristics ]ike - it is experience oriente- :
tions are sparsely populated, it is pre- dominantly in natural environmeni -:
with seasonality and rocar events and preservation of curture, heritage anc
India is predominantly an agricultural country and the sector has been
stability and boost to the economy as well as is a major source of livelihoc: i
percent of the total population. Agriculture has been the brightest spot in the :
despite covid-19 as the share of agriculture in GDp has reached 20 percent in --:

ctal year 2020-2r. The Government of India is making a series of progressive
further improve the agricultural sector by raunching several programs and
The government is committed to make agriculturarsector a flourishing se:
truly a source of Atmanibhar Bharath. To maintain the standard of living far=
have to flnd new ways of earning their livelihood in favorable areas and ..
tourism can become an important source of farm income.

Concept
Agro tourism is the latest concept in the Indian tourism industry It is regr
the intersection of tourism and agriculture where working farm territory 1\.;
conjunction with remunerative tourism unit, which is segment of rural enterpr:-=
farms have series of activities including production, post-production and procs
activities, which are linked to tourism sector that attracts visiting tourists rc
venture of activities. Agro tourism has been promoted across the world since de:
In india every tourism stands on three pillars: (i) Farm recreation (ii) Farm stap
Marketing of local farm produce.

Agro tourism can be categorized based on the type of farm setting, farm facitr_:
experience and types of activities involved _

' Passive tourist contact - it restricts to accommodation, food and entertainm
activities of the tourists.

' Indirect tourist contact- it adds other activities like exposure of tourists to
demonstrations and basic farm educatron.

Direct tourist contacts - it includes all the above mentioned activities as wel-
participation of the tourists and different farm operations like seed sowing, ptra
ing, gardening, harvest the produce, milking a cow.
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.'ays accused to have a bad effect on our environment and natural
- iucing agro tourism is a new way to tackle this. Agro tourism also

'-n the balance of nature by giving importance to the natural resources.

=l based activity which attracts toudst can be termed as Agro tourism.
agro tourism development are manifold.

:rs'perspective, it doesnt require large holdings and from the tour-
'e it is less expensive with respect to travel, accommodation, food and

::.as the potential to reduce the uncertainty of farming or agri-entrepre-
ribusiness by generating additional income and creating job opportu-
im families Agro- tourism can provide additional income in several

=:xeting in farmers market where tourists can purchase farm products. ,

-: products, where tourist harvest produces by them. :

- : where tourists prefer to have local flavors for meals. :

=:ion of tourists in different farm activities and entertainment activitie. l

--unting and bird watching. ]

:rng rural life through local tours at different rural settings. since there 
I

:asing trend of 'experiential tourism'. !

-rome and employment for Iocalities indrrectly as tourist needs other I

.rd products also. New consumer market niche can be estabrished with 
i::ness of local agricultural products 
i
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It provides gleat opportunity to develop sustainable and responsible touns=
country.

It also helps in preserving locaI traditions, art and culture. Tourists visiting f
to purchase the local ploducts and which helps in empowelment of rural

diversifles and improves rural economy.

It can prevent viable traditional occupations from being displaced. Agro-

facilitates up gradation and revitalization of community facilities, mainte

rural landscapes and natural environment for tourists and local people.

Agro tourism helps to preserve agricultural lands and promote agripreneurst

retain the youth in agriculture.

It reduces migration from rural to urban area as well as paves the way for red

ment and rejuvenation of rural life. The interactions with the visitors expaol

knowledge and educational opportunities.

Progress in India
Rural tourism was f,rst introduced in India in the National Tourism Policy wi

103 projects were sanctioned by the government during the Tenth Five Year

the eleventh Five Year Plan rural tourism became one of the primary tourist
and the government sanctioned 69 rural tourism projects By the 12th Five Yea:

it was decided to develop clusters proposing 70 such clusters with a total inv
of INR 770 crores. Rajasthan, Kerala and Maharashtra were the early movers in
menting the scheme

Agri- Tourism Development Corporation (ATDC) was established in 2004. Initia:l
Iaunched agro-tourism as a pilot project in Palshimwadi in Baramati Tehsil of

2005 The main activities include opening of Agro tourism centers, encouragtng

farmers to take up agro tourism and conducting training and research pro

Under Maharashtra state Agri Tourism VistarYojana, ATDC launched training
skill development ploglam in2007 which aimed to conselve the values, envir

traditions, culture, customs, art and handicrafts. 'Mahabhraman' scheme of lr1:

rashtra Tourism Development Corporation is anothel step to promote Agro-tou

The homestays amidst the wheat f,elds and scenic mountains views with pa:

patory activities in Uttarakhand, the Montana homestay and Annual flower f
of Sikkim, The Spice Garden Tours in Kerala and Tamil Nadu are the attractions

the tourists. Andhra Pradesh Tourism Development Corporation (APTDC) has

promoting agro tourism in terms of integrated horticulture farming, dairying, flsh:

vegetable poly houses and farm stays to enjoy the natural environment and rural
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The unused ponds were cleaned and promoted for flsh cultivation and lor
tion. This indirectly improved the Iiving condition of the local communilr

. Promoting local products

The Responsible Tourism Cell initiated hotel industry to purchase proi.
locals. Thus it promoted local products and gave f,nancial beneflts to the ru:

. Developing community based tourism products

The Responsible Tourism CeIl has developed two packages in Kumarakom.
'Village Life Experience at Kumarakom'and A Day with Farmers'. First one wil-
the tourist to experience the real village life through guided tours in the village.
second one will gave them an opportunity to be close with the farm activities

The Responsible Tourism initiative of Kerala was honored with United Nations I

Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Ulysses Award for innovation in Public Polic'r

Governance in January 20i4, National Award for Best Tourism Project and !
Grand Award for Environment.

Challenges
Agro tourism needs continuous effort in different stages like land develop

developing accommodation and other facilities (farm stays), developing ente
(Processing, value addition, and marketing farm produces) and other required i
structure development

Identification of potential farmers and entrepreneurs who can implement agro

requires skilled advisory services. This needs education and capacity building.

Planning and management of agro tourism enterprises is another challen
task. Formation of farmers' co-operatives can be helpful in this regard euality
complexity of services as weII as cooperation among stakeholders are the chall

BEMedlevin Tourism



- ind lotus

- .runrty.

,:e products

. ' the rural

-tourism.

-:. ]n
--: country is rural and a large populatron resides in rural areas. The

---a is where you meet the'real India'. Developing rural economy and
:::rtunities in rural areas is therefore essential for "Aatmanirbhar

-=ges are also the repositories of the county's culture, tradition, crafts,
---- practices. Developing these local products through tourism can
:--= and employment in rural areas and empower rural communities,

- :n, fulfllling the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat This will help in
=--:ration from rural areas, poverty alleviation and sustainable devel-

- . -::r.govin accessed on zo/3lzozz

.' armtourism.com/responsilbeTourism.html accessed on zol 3l zozz

- ' -. i s. com/wp -content/uploads/z o r 9/r l /AG Ro-ToURI SM-EXpLoR-

- :\UES-IN-RURAL-INDIA.pdf accessed on zol3lzozz

:-- -L strategy for promotion of home stays, Ministry of tourism, Government
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